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Introduction 
The Land Records Application is a tool that allows you to look up case files and view all related 
documents and other information. The system is available to both the public and DNR 
employees. 

The Land Records Application allows you to search for case files either by entering a file type 
and number or by entering a Meridian, Township, Range, Section (MTRS) designation. To enter 
an MTRS designation, you can either type the designation or use a map interface that allows 
you to navigate the state and click on the section for which you are searching. You may filter 
searches by case group or case type, or choose to display only active cases. 

After conducting a search, you will have access to a variety of documents and other resources 
related to the cases returned by the search. These documents include the Land Administration 
System (LAS) land abstract, the case location in Alaska Mapper, survey documents from the 
State Recorder’s Office, completed and pending actions from the Plat Information System and 
others. 

 
Figure 1 – Land Records Application 
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Accessing the Land Records Website 
To access the Land Records Website, direct your browser to the following URL: 

http://dnr.alaska.gov/LandRecords 

Searching for Cases 

Conducting a Search 
This section provides an overview of how to conduct a search for case land records. These 
instructions provide cross-references to other sections that explain search features in more 
detail. 

To conduct a search: 

1. In the Enter search text box at the bottom of the page, enter a file type and number or 
an MTRS designation. See “Search Tips” on page 4 for tips on entering search text. 

Tip: Instead of entering a MTRS designation by hand, you can do so by selecting the land 
from an interactive map. See “Searching by Map” on page 4 for instructions. 

 
Figure 2 – Conducting a Search 

2. If necessary, you can select the Return only active LAS Case Files? checkbox so that only 
active cases are returned. You can further filter the search results by case group or case 
type by using the filter dropdown list to the right of the search box. See “Filtering Search 
Results” on page 6 for more information. 

3. Click Search. The system displays the results in a tabular format. 
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Figure 3 – Search Results 

Following are some tips on viewing the search results and accessing the information they 
contain: 

 Sort the search results by clicking a column header. See “Sorting Search Results” on 
page 7. 

 Use the links in the Info Links column to access documents and other materials related 
to the case. See “Case Information Links” on page 8. 

 Specify how many results you want to display on the page and step through multiple 
pages of results using the pagination options at the bottom of the page. See “Pagination 
of Search Results” on page 7. 

 If you conducted a search using an MTRS designation, you can access information links 
by hovering over the designation displayed at the top of the page. See “Options 
Available for MTRS Searches” on page 9. 

 In the Case ID column, click a file type to view its definition. See “Viewing File Type 
Definitions in Search Results” on page 8. 
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 In the Case Type column, click a case type to view its definition. See “Viewing Case Type 
Definitions in Search Results” on page 8. 

Search Tips 
When entering text into the search box, you can enter a file type and file number or an MTRS 
designation. Following are some tips: 

 To narrow down your results to a single case, enter both a file type and a file number. 

 To search only by file number, enter the entire file number or only the first few digits 
(for example, “123”) 

 To view all cases pertaining to a particular section, enter the entire MTRS designation. 

 You can enter only a portion of an MTRS designation, such as “F1n2e”. This will return 
cases for all MTRS designations that contain the text. 

Following are examples of search text that will result in an error:   

 “ADL 1” – This will produce too many results. 

 “F100n100e” – This is not a valid MTRS 

 “F1n2e45” – This is not a valid MTRS 
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Searching by Map 
The Search by Map feature allows you to select a section of land from an interactive map of 
Alaska. The section that you select will automatically populate in the search box. 

To conduct a search by map: 

1. Click Search by Map. The map window opens, and a welcome message displays. 

 

2. Click OK in the welcome message. 

3. Navigate the map to locate the section for which you wish to search. You can use the 
following methods to navigate the map: 

 Click and drag to pan the map. 

 Hold down the Shift key as you click and drag to zoom into an area on the map. 
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 Use your mouse’s scroll wheel to zoom in and out. 

 Use the + and – buttons in the upper-left corner of the map to zoom in and out. 

4. Once you have located the appropriate section, click within it to select it. The MTRS 
designation will appear in the Selection box at the bottom of the map window. 

5. Click Submit. The MTRS designation is inserted into the search box on the Land Records 
Application page.  

6. If necessary, narrow your search by selecting the Return only active LAS case files? 
checkbox, or by applying a filter (see “Filtering Search Results” below). 

7. Click Search. The system displays all case files that meet the specified criteria. 

Filtering Search Results 
You have several options for filtering a search before you execute it. 

Return Only Active LAS Cases 

To return only active LAS cases, select the Return only active LAS? cases checkbox located just 
above the search box at the bottom of the page.  

 
Figure 4 – Option to Return Only Active LAS Cases 

Filter by Case Group or Case Type 

The dropdown list to the right of the search box allows you to filter the search results either by 
case group or case type. If you select one of these options, an additional dropdown list will 
display, allowing you to select a case group or case type. 

 
Figure 5 – Applying a Case Group or Case Type Filter 

The following screen shot shows the options available when you are filtering the search by case 
group. If you select one of these case groups, the search will return only the cases that are 
included in the selected group. 
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Figure 6 – Filter by Case Group Options 

The following screen shot shows the options available when you are filtering the search by case 
type. This dropdown list contains all LAS case types. If you select one of these case types, the 
search will return only the cases that are of the selected type. 

 
Figure 7 – Filter by Case Type Options 

Sorting Search Results 
By default, search results are sorted by the Case ID column in ascending order. You can sort the 
search results by a different column by clicking the column header. Clicking the column header 
a second time will sort the results in descending order. 

Pagination of Search Results 
By default, up to 20 cases can be displayed in the search results. If more than 20 cases are 
returned by your search, the results will be divided up into multiple pages that you can access 
using the arrows at the bottom of the search results.  

Use the left and right arrows to move one page backward or forward, respectively. Use the 
arrows with vertical bars to move to the first or last page, respectively. You can also move 
directly to a particular page by entering the page number in the text box and hitting the Enter 
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key. You can change the number of results that can be displayed on each page by clicking the 
dropdown list and selecting 10, 20 or 30. 

 
Figure 8 – Pagination of Search Results 

Viewing File Type Definitions in Search Results 
In the Case ID column of the search results, you can click a file type to view its definition. 

 
Figure 9 – Viewing a File Type Definition 

Viewing Case Type Definitions in Search Results 
In the Case ID column of the search results, you can click a file type to view its definition. 

 
Figure 10 – Viewing a Case Type Definition 

Case Information Links 
The Info Links column of the search results provides links to documents and other information 
related to the cases returned by a search. Each link is represented by an icon that you can click 
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to access the DNR system that contains the information. Each icon will appear in the Info Links 
column only if it is applicable to the case. 

Following are explanations of these icons. 

Table 1 – Descriptions of Info Links Icons 

Icon Description 

 
Opens the LAS case abstract 

 
Displays the case location in Alaska Mapper 

 
Displays a survey document for a survey case file from the Recorder’s Office system 

 
Displays completed actions for the case in the Plat Information Management System 

 
Displays pending actions for the case in the Plat Information Management System 

Options Available for MTRS Searches 
After you conduct a search using an MTRS designation, the designation will appear at the top of 
the page. You can hover over this designation to view a list of resources related to the land. 

 
Figure 11 – Options Available for PLSS Searches 

Table 2 – Descriptions of Options Available for PLSS Searches 

Option Description 
Pending Actions Displays pending actions for the case in the Plat Information 

Management System 

Plat Remarks Displays plat remarks for the case in the Plat Information 
Management System 

LAS Land Abstract Opens LAS and displays the land abstract 

Recorder’s Office Documents Returns case-related documents found in the Recorder’s Office 
system 

Alaska Mapper Displays the case location in Alaska Mapper 

BLM Master Title Plat Displays the Master Title Plat from the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) 

BLM Rectangular Survey Displays the Rectangular Survey from the BLM 

BLM Case Files Displays all related BLM case files 



  Land Records Application User Guide 

10 
 

Accessing Other Land Information Resources 
The three menus (SOA Resources, BLM Resources and Additional Resources) at the top of the 
Land Records Application page provide links to a number of resources that can provide 
information regarding state land. 

 
Figure 12 – Other Resources 

Archived Documents 
A number of documents that were available in previous versions of the Land Records 
Application are no longer available, as they have been archived in the DNR Business Reporting 

System (DBRS). Archived data sets include the following:   

 Legacy State Status Plats and Indices 

 Legacy State Status Maps 

 TAPS Title Report 

 TAGS Title Report 

 State Surveys 

You can access these archived documents in DBRS at the following URL: 

http://reports.dnr.alaska.gov 

You can also access DBRS by going to the SOA Resources menu and selecting DNR Business 
Reporting System. 

 

http://reports.dnr.alaska.gov/

